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Home Occupation 
§ 240-46 - Home occupation. 

A. Intent. It is the intent of this section to allow the residents of the Town 
of Barnstable to operate a home occupation within a single-family 
dwellings, subject to the provisions of this section, provided that the 
activity shall not be discernible from outside the dwelling except as 
provided herein; there shall be no increase in noise or odor; no visible 
alteration to the premises which would suggest anything other than a 
residential use; no increase in traffic above normal residential volumes; 
and no increase in air or groundwater pollution. 

B. After registration with the Building Commissioner, a A customary home 
occupation shall be permitted in all zoning districts as of right subject to 
the following conditions: 
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Home Occupation 

• Intent is to manage home occupations by 
impact not location. 

–  To allow for home occupations by-right for those 
with limited to no impacts. 

 

– To allow for additional home occupation 
opportunities by special permit. 

 



 





Prohibited Uses 
 
Customary Home occupations shall not include such uses similar 
to, and including the following: 
(a) Barber- and beauty shops. 
(b) Commercial stables or kennels. 
(c) Real estate or insurance office.  
(d) The sale of retail or wholesale merchandise from the premises, 
with the exception of online or mail order sales. The storage of 
merchandise is included in the total area limits of the home 
occupation subject to B(3) above. 
(e) The sale of antique or secondhand goods, with the exception 
of online or mail order sales. The storage of merchandise is 
included in the total area limits of the home occupation subject to 
B(3) above. 



Process  

Planning Board held a workshop regarding zoning 
issues and potential future amendments. 

 

If the Council so chooses to move forward with an 
amendment…. 

• Council shall forward to the Planning Board; 

• The Planning Board shall report to Council its 
recommendation during a public hearing; 

• Town Council shall have a public hearing to 
formally adopt. 



 
 
 
 

 

Home Occupation Ordinance 
TC-2023-011 


